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Reviewing feminist ethics changes in the Walt Disney Company Animations

Abstract

The Walt Disney Company has produced eighteen princess-centric animations from 1937
to 2018 which represented feminist mentality and discourse of their own time. Challenging
traditional ethics, these animations present feminist ethics that fit with the prevailing
theories of American society at the time, thus liberal and radical tendencies are visible in
these eighteen works. This study seeks to review the feminist ethics changes of Disney
princesses during the eighty-one years. Therefore, the method of historical analysis suitable
to the feminist discourse for the period of the works release, is one of the research
instruments of this paper. Content analysis has been used to examine the message and to
decipher the feminist ethics in these animations. According to the results of the paper, care-
centered ethics were main pivot of Disney's feminine ethics in the 1990s and in 2000s the
ethics were not as important as before and in 2010s with some changes to care-centered
ethics, it turned into female support for women. Similarly, women's agency in the 2010s



has increased and it became didactic in addition to the supporting duty. In the process of
liberty, the trend of animations has changed from facing the tradition in order to achieve
the selection (the way of life) and to flourish talents.

Keywords: princess, Disney, animation, feminist ethics, care-centered ethics
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42. Perfect
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I may never pass for a perfect bride, or a perfect daughter : Y.
And I'll rise like the break of dawn Let it go, let it go That perfect girl is gone :s»; &
I wish I could be the perfect daughter :t1s.
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